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Chapter Five

Moving across Argentina

Family, Work, and Gender Roles
in the Migration of Bolivian Wotnen
to Cordoba and Ushuaia

Ana Inés Mallimaci Barral and Maria José Magliano

From the study of the contemporary Bolivian migration to the cities of
Cérdoba and Ushuaia in Argentina, this chapter analyzes the implications of
family migration on the itineraries of Bolivian women, focusing on their
labor experiences in both destination places. It also explores how migration
of Bolivian women is closely linked to finding job opportunities as a strategy
of family reproduction. The relationship between Bolivian women and work
continues through their lives, affecting their experiences and decisions, and
becoming a key factor for their migration project. In addition, this chapter
considers the economic logics associated with family migration in order to
understand the specificities of Bolivian migration to Argentina.

We argue that the history of this social process can be expressed as a
migration expertise accumulated and naturalized throughout generations of
migrants, which influences the migration dynamics and repertoires available
for men and women, especially when migration is a part of a family project.
The vast, widespread historical migration experience is expressed in the di-
rect knowledge migrants have of the life stories of people nearby (neighbors
and family members) who have traveled and still travel to Argentina: they
have always been socialized with images of people leaving for Argentina,
coming back to Bolivia, and sometimes returning to Argentina.

Hence, coming to Argentina has become an accessible resource, practical
and always on hand to support family reproduction. From this premise, it is
essential to include gender as an explanatory category for Bolivian migration
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movements and residence strategies in Argentina. In parch on
mfernalionat migration, references to women are characterized by the public-
private dichotomy.! In this particular context, women appear as’social and
private individuals, whereas men appear as economic and public ones (Greg-
orio 1998, 23), which strengthens the conception of women as dependent on
husband or family when explaining their migration trajectories (Magliano
2009, 355). The study of Bolivian migration to Argentina provides tools to
reth.ink and discuss those ideas, Thus, we analyze the migration processes of
Bolivian women traveling to Cérdoba and Ushuaia in order to understand
how these women manage their own migration experiences and develop their
own survival strategies in the destination place. This chapter examines the
fo]]owing questions: What similarities are there in the condition of women
migrants, and Bolivians that allows comparing similar processes in differen;
local contexts? How do the migration history of the region and the local
characteristics affect their labor experiences? Can significant differences be
perceived between Bolivian women arriving and working in Cordoba and
p.shuaia? Some answers to these questions are outlined by reconstructing the
itineraries and labor trajectories of Bolivian women in both Cérdoba and
Ushuaia. :

The methodology chosen to carry out this chapter is a qualitative strategy
based on participant observation and unstructured interviews with Bolivian
men and women residing in Cérdoba and Ushuaia at the time of this research.
We conducted fieldwork and data collection in both cities during the period
2005-2011. Regarding the interviews, the migrants, Bolivian men and wom-
en, were able to recreate their life stories from what they considered most
significant. As far as observation is concerned, special attention was paid to
the activities Bolivian men and women performed and gender roles associat-
ed with them both in Cérdoba and Ushuaia. Moreover, there was a focus on
how those roles were expressed in the areas of observation as, for instance,
women’s and men’s roles in productive and reproductive spaces. This strate-
gy was complemented with quantitative data, in particular, statistical infor-
mation from the Argentine census.

The itineraries involved in Bolivian migration movements to Argentina
are described in the first part of the chapter, with.special emphasis on the
}ncorporation of Cordoba and Ushuaia into the migratory circuits for Boliv-
ian men‘ and women. In the second part, the focus is on the presence of
women in the migration process, analyzing, among other aspects, their labor
trajectories in both cities, the impact of gender in labor market participation
and family arrangements between Bolivian migrants, The chapter ends wit};
an empirically grounded premise that the relationship between productive
and r_eproduclive spheres is determinant to understanding the forms and
meanings of the movements of Bolivian women. They are women for whom
work, in its broad conception, structures their migration experiences,

_ MIGRATION TO ARGENTINA: CORDOBA
AND USHUAIA AS DESTINATION PLACES

gl

In the long tradition of Bolivian migration to Argentina, Cérdoba and
Ushuaia have been incorporated as destination places at different times and
in different ways. The movements of people born in countries neighboring
Argentina have a long history, Baldn (1985} has defined a migration system
in the Southern Cone of which Argentina has traditionally been a destination
country.? In particular, Bolivian migration has essentially been economic in
nature: both women and men have traveled to Argentina to work in order to
improve their standard of living (Bastia 2007, 658).

Since 1930, migration from neighbering countries has increased as a re-
sponse to a shortage of labor in the primary sector of border economies
(Benencia 1999). Since then, Argentina has received a constant, stable, quan-
tifiable supply of immigrants from the bordering countries, representing be-
tween 2 and 3 percent of the total Argentine population, and, according to the
2010 census, almost 80 percent of the foreign population comes from these
neighboring countries (INDEC 2012). As a consequence. studying the con-
temporary migration in Argentina necessarily implies talking about immigra-
tion from neighboring countries (especially Bolivia, Paraguay, and Peru).

As regards Bolivia, migration processes, internal and abroad, have been a
persistent social phenomenon throughout its history. They have been devel-
oped with varying intensity since the nineteenth century onward, becoming a
structural constituent of Bolivian history (Cortes 2004, 168). Many Bolivian
migrants who travel to Cérdoba and Ushuaia have migrated within Bolivia
before their arrival in Argentina, especially those from rural areas. These
phenomena, together with the plurality of destinations, count as past experi-
ences of migration mobility. These experiences, then, are part of an individu-
al and collective cultural baggage, attached to the bodies and minds of mi-
grants, men and women, which places them in a different relationship regard-
ing space and permanence in comparison with those people that experience
sedentarism as the norm. The migration movement is not lived as an excep-
tional moment within the context of residential settlements; on the contrary,
everyday life is characterized by being territorially mobile. There is not a
single migration but movements of different degrees of importance overlap-
ping across a period of time. Migration and mobility are both experienced as
ways of life more than singular life moments (Pries 2002).

Bolivian migration to Argentina has historically been a strategy of family
reproduction, ancient and widespread, that has become a long-term process
in which past, present, and future are linked (Mallimaci Barral 2012, 180).
First. Bolivian men and women concentrated on the rural areas around the
Argentine borders, Jujuy and Salta particularly. These migrants were mainly




?hoc.upicd in seasonal rural jobs, with the sugarcane harvest (ihe zafra) being
wgr most important activity. Reboratti (1983), in a research study about
ferei:)l:;ry n:rllgrantc‘m, determines that circulation of Bolivian workers is dif-
e han that o temporary farm workers, who come and go from their
es u‘latlo‘n places. During the period of migration, Bolivians were used to
working in connected activities, not only in different harvests but also har
vests and other temporary jobs, Bolivian women, principally young wom !
were also c'occupied in domestic work in those regions of the courmyg o
According to official national statistics, since 1895 most Bn]i.vian mi-
grants, both men and women, have settled in Jujuy (55 percent) and Salta (40
gerﬁept). In 1914, Jujuy sheltered 73 percent of all men and women born in
! olivia, gnd Sﬁtlta f)nly 17 percent (Ceva 2006). In 1947, the Bolivian popu-
ation living in Jujuy represented 15.8 percent of the total population and
85.3 percent of the total foreign population of that province. In Salta, 5.4
percent of the tatal population was Bolivian, which represernited 63.6 pe; :
of tﬁef;otaé] f(:reigg population living in that province (INDEC 1998i pereent
_Alter that, and progressively since the mid-twentiet Bolivi
migrants g.athered in the main cities of the country, espezi;T;tglazng: Z‘:ll::
and oth‘er important centers, such as Cérdoba and Mendoza (Cortes 2004;
Benepma and Karasik 1995; Benencia 1997; Domenach and Celton 1998:
;[)z;ghano. 2009 and ?013; Mallimaci Barral 2011 and 2012; and Pizarm,
. 1'2): Dlﬂ‘.erenF stu.dles agree that 1960 is a turning point in the history of
plc;‘::;ar; ;1;5;:;13;1 bl;n Arigenttl‘na. Temporary movements were gradually re-
al- migration, of both native and mi i
toward ]arge.cltles. Internal migration to urban centers s::fiﬁ?r:gp;p;int?;%
can be explained I_Jy the many socioeconomic transformations that took lace
in th('a country during those years. In other words, this phenomenon cann}())t be
considered a specific case of Bolivian migration, but a consequence of th
fa\éorable (.:onditions created by industrialization policies during the 1930:
::1 1 I ?405 in lhg Pampean region and of the crisis on regional economies (the
Of sugar prices, the tobacco crisis in Corrientes, and the cotton crash in
Chaco). In response to those facts, the Bolivian population living in the
510rtherp region of the country moved to urban zones, increasingly reorient-
ing their a(fnwtle.s toward those related to construction, service, and agticul-
Fural work in peri-urban areas (Benencia 2003, 440). The spread of the Boliv-
fan p.opu.lation to the central region of Argentina can also be explained by the
e!lmm.atlon of t'emporary workers because of technological innovation, eys e-
f:lally in activities such. as sugarcane harvesting (Sassone 1988). Howe’verp it
;Se:g; izlis;nas rral:fjtei; <t)f sn}:?p]e Iin;a: p;issage, but of movements with diﬂ‘”er;nt
! ensities within the Argentine tetrito
spo;ac-hc rweturps to Bolivia, Although it is not possiblert}; ::d‘:ceél ;:‘-);0;‘:3
statistics, our interviews show that in the case of Bolivian migration to Ar-e
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itineraries for seasonal jobs within the country.

Taking into account the national statistics, in 1980 the presence of Boliv-
jan men and women in Buenos Aires exceeded that in the northern region of
the country. From 1950 to 1980, the growth rate of Bolivian migrants in
Buenos Aires was around 4000 percent; in the metropolitan area of Buenos
Aires, 314.4 percent; and in Cérdoba, 567.2 percent; while in Jujuy and Salta
this percentage reached 22.2 and 17.3 respectively (INDEC 2002).

Specifically, it was during this period (second half of the twentieth centu-
ry) that Cérdoba was incorporated into the circuits of Bolivian migrants.’
The process of Bolivian labor migration to this city has been distinguished by
a family movement, mainly dependent on men’s jobs, mostly in the construc-
tion field, which has become one of the labor niches for Bolivian men.
Urbanization also brought diversification of the labor activities for both Bo-
livian men and women. During this period, the migration of Bolivian men, as
the pioneers of their families, and the movement of the whole family group
was principally determined by male incorporation into the labor market. This
particular situation did not mean that Bolivian women did not work or did

not expect to work once they arrived in the city, but it generally was the
man’s job that oriented the migration within the country.
According to the migrants interviewed, most of the migrants who arrived
in the 1960s and 1970s experienced internal movements within Bolivia be-
fore moving abroad, and they explain the choice of Cérdoba as coming from
certain ideas they had of the city, such as the prestige of the university or the
growing demand for labor, which made it a land of possibilities.* Further-
more, for those many families who migrated to Argentina to work during this
period, Cérdoba was not their first destination within the country, but only
part of a broader migration circuit that included other places of Argentina.
The demand for Bolivian workers in Cérdoba in those decades was associat-
ed with the socioeconomic development of the province. Then, by mid-
twentieth century, the settlement of automakers in Cordoba, such as Kaiser
and Fiat, was a central issue in the industrialization process of the province
{Domenach and Celton 1998). The setilement of industries in the city and in
other areas of the province, such as military, aircraft, and transport industries,
among others, meant a significant development for the region. This process
also impacted other areas of the economy, increasing the labor demand for
certain activities, especially in the cities, such as in the construction and
service sectors, which were the main fields that incorporated Bolivian mi-
grants into the labor market. Under this scenario, during the 1980s Bolivian
migration to Cérdoba was consolidated by the strengthening of social net-
works between origin and destination. Moreover, the social and economic
effects of neoliberal policies in Bolivia since that decade gave new meanings
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to the dynamics of migration both within and outside the country,
ing m.igration as a survival strategy for many Bolivian families. ' ‘Gﬂ&bliSh
Mlgrant_s artiving in Cérdoba in the 1980s and 1990s, although in another
socmh:st.oncal context, show similar characteristics to migrant workers of
the previous decades, especially regarding the areas of labor insertion (for
example, co'nslrumion was still an important activity for Bolivian men) and
forms of migration, mainly characterized by family movements, with the
man usually going first, soon followed by the rest of the family. Julio de-
scribes this process during an interview: .

1 (Interviewer): Tell me, please, how you got to Cérdoba.

J: T arrived at the end of the 80s, in 1988. Things were goi i
Bolivia, in Cochabamba, we didn’t have work. Ig:ame tog\?\:grgk t;idt;lr;
constructl_on. My brother, who had migrated first, asked me to come. He
ha!d got a job and was working here in the construction. After 2 years, .m
wife and my 2 kids also came. (Julio, Cérdoba, 2005) ™

Elena, Julio’s wife, also told us about her arrival in Cordoba:
1: When did you arrive in Cérdoba?

E:In 1990. My husband was already here, working in the construction.
I: Why Cordoba?

E: I always say that we came with a bag full of illusion, full of projects
too, to go ahead, with a lot of expectations to study at the university.
Acf:ordl_ng to what people said, what called a lot of our attention was the
University of Cérdoba. Then, with all these things we came. First, came
my hu‘sband and then, I came with my little kids, After 1985, there »;ras no
work in Bolivia. My husband has a brother who was living here and he
tc?ld us nice things about Cérdoba. Then we decided to come and we
didn’t move again, (Elena, Cérdoba, 2005)

Matching with the description given by Devoto (2004), when emigratin,

respondents are necessarily linked, committed, or simply related to othg;
p:eop]e.. Men’s and women’s decision to emigrate is influenced by their rela-
Il‘Onsh-lpS—With society in general, their family, and friends— and in certain
hnstorlcal-:economic contexts. More and more, the ways Bolivian men and
women migrate show the relational structure of migration, visible in both its

organization under migration networks and its strong i i
tion u ong influence on the migra-
tory tradition in future movements. o

Bolivian migration to Cérdoba is still prominently a labor migration in-

. volving the whole family, but, unlike the migration dynamics of the 1960s

and 1970s, this city emerges as a first destination in Argentina, which does
not necessarily imply that immigrants shall remain permanently in Cordoba.
Thus, for migrants looking for labor opportunities, new destination choices
seemed to be based on their potential for earning and saving money.

This situation can explain the arrival of Bolivian migrants in Ushuaia, in
the far south of the country, at the beginning of the 1980s. Bolivian migration
into Ushuaia is based on the arrival of Bolivian pioneers, mainly male con-
struction workers, who were hired by building companies to work in the city.
In general terms, pioneers reached the city as part of a collective project: first
arrived men and then women did. These were family relocation projects
associated with economic progress possibilities.

This process is not a first movement to Argentina but, on the contrary, is
part of the Bolivian internal migration within the country. In most cases, the
men had stable residence in some other city of Argentina, mainly Buenos
Aires, Cordoba, and Mendoza, were married and generally had kids. This is
how Oscar remembers his arrival in Ushuaia:

O: 1 came to Ushuaia hired by a company in Cérdoba. It was a subsidiary
of another. It was a contractor. 1 came because 1 was paid a good salary,
as everybody . . . . In other words, it was good to come. The contract
lasted one whole year with option to extend it.

I: Where did you live?

O: The company provided accommodation. 1t was a gamela but for ma-
chinists. (Oscar, Ushuaia, 2008)

And this is how Ema, his wife, remembers it:
1 When did you arrive in Ushuaia?

E: In 1981. My husband came first to work in a company we knew. We
thought it was going to be good for him. (Ema, Ushuaia, 2006)

The central reasons for this movement were the state (referring to Legislation
on Industrial Promotion) and the building companies. In the mid-1980, man-
ufacturing activity replaced the petroleum industry and became the most
important economic activity of the city, reaching its peak in 1988 (Mastrocel-
lo 2004). According to a report from the Secretary of Mining of Argentina,
the settlement of industries in Ushuaia, together with the mechanisms in-
cluded in the law to avoid overruns that could arise from the transport of
materials from different parts of the country, was linked to a boom in public
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and private construction. At that time, due to an awareness ol 4 demand-for
labor in construction (both private and public) and to the existenee of favor-
able wages, which were high in relation to other regions, the migration net-
works started to organize the arrival of Bolivian construction workers (along
with Argentine and Chilean) coming from different parts of the country.

In terms of population, this period was characterized by a significant
acceleration of the average annual growth rate for this region, reaching an
exceptional 93 percent between 1980 and 1991. This growth rate dropped to
44 percent in the decade after that, but it remained the highest in the country
compared with other jurisdictions. After thirty years, a hundred thousand
people settled in Tierra del Fuego (Ushuaia is the main city of this province),
which led to changes in its social structure,

State policies regarding economy and population encouraged the arrival
of companies and individuals who would be employed as a labor force,
Balivian men among others. In all the cases, migration was not an immediate
effect of the intention to move to the destination place but, on the contrary, it
was conditioned by the link with the company that offers this kind of stays in
different parts of the country, closely associated with the possibility of earn-
ing and saving money (housing and food during working hours were paid by
the hiring companies). In other words, it was the relation with the company
that determined the movement and arrival in Ushuaia.

It is important to notice that Bolivian pioneers were already immigrants
as they had previously moved to and settled in an Argentine province, espe-
cially Buenos Aires, Cérdoba, and Mendoza, before arriving in Ushuaia
when they were hired by building companies, Those companies brought
Bolivian workers to a city that they did nat know, to a city of men, with few
people and no Bolivians.

Not all Bolivian men hired by building companies decided to remain in
the city. All pioneers settled as temporary workers lived in rented rooms and,
after some time, they returned to their habitual residences in other provinces
of Argentina. Only few of them decided to stay, becoming the first Bolivians
to be part of Ushuaia’s population. Therefore, in their testimonies, migrants
who became Fueguinos (people who live in Tierra del Fuego) explain that
their choice to stay made sense with the arrival of their wives and kids: their
transition from temporary to long-term projects is reported in marital terms.
The rest of the Bolivian women and men reached the city by activating
migration networks and by using their relationships with people already es-
tablished in Ushuaia, These migration networks start with the return to their
home towns or to other labor lacations, mainly those of the pioneers hired by
building companies,

In the long history of mobility, Ushuaia is perceived as an alternative to
generate a turning point in the possibility of improving the welfare of indi-
viduals and families. However, Ushuaia expresses other virtues as well: the
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and Mendoza, where people work in production and commercialization of

egetabl ick fabrication from dawn to dusk, or in ga_nnent worksh9ps
;aid byh:;i:c?wl::rlk; in short, all those activities that require huge physical
mrl\llﬁ;;tion to Ushuaia as a result of the activation of migranon_ net.w:;kss:
has mainly been of two types: one direct::} re]]a:ed tg tti:e Z?E:??ﬁtisgi:; e
i ich intermediaries play a central role; an
trggi|'||nre.‘:\r.i:tlm for migration is family relationships, regardlesslof efnplot{ln:elzt
agreements. Both types combine elements rela}ed to labor migration gd al m;
men and women aim to succeed in labor insertion) and th?se associat 1 \\;n i’
emotional relationships of trust and closeness. The first is cleariyhmase; and
the second applies to men and women. In bot‘h cases, mlgl.'al.'nlt.s_t e;nr ohves
are the ones who organize and structure the m1g1:a_t10n possibi 1-t|e.s o new
comers, activating the mechanisms of opportunities and restrictions
lab?lfh?ar:t?énilion of different itinerari‘es of migration, always pl;es?::c:s“ 2
family strategy, has allowed seeing this process as a px?rrnaner;h st e
between Bolivia and Argentina. Each new group of m!mlgrams T{ e
in the country finds established communities of older migrants, to whic v
ma}"]”:: :ii:glidation of Bolivian migration toward c‘lif.‘r‘erent cities in A;ge;l:;
tina is strengthened by social networks beiween origin and destmati(l)m.’ A
for Cérdoba and Ushuaia, male and female Bolwnanls do not move :s ade -
mous migrants, if by that one means people wh.o ml.grate alope ::in in ‘2:2_
dent from relational and family structures. Migration classifie aif, au no
mous used to be considered as constituted b_y people wh-o move adone. u
side the structure of family relationships, paying no attention to g;l; telt' }fgim-
ficities. Following the guidelines for thi§ cha?pter, we \.m?nder abou o
pact of these different contexts on the migration of Bo[1v1§n wo.mt;n atm tioi
in both Cérdoba and Ushuaia and on their labor strategies in their destina

places.

DOES
THERE 18 NO BOLIVIAN WOMAN WHO
NOT WORK: THE MIGRATION OF WOMEN
AS LABOR MIGRATION

Bolivian women have been involved in fr!igration t.o.Argeqtma_ smig tt::
beginning of this social process. In n'adltlona:I Bolivian n.ugr.al;,og e
country, the movements of women are closely llr}ked to ﬁndmfg 1{:3 ) r:)ltla v
nities as a strategy of family reproduction. The importance 0 he_ a:esﬁz "
the migration project of Bolivian women, clearly evidenced in their
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nies, is attached to their status as workers. According to Mallimaci Barral
(2011, 765), productive work, in the narratives of Bolivian women them-
selves, is significantly related to being a good woman, mother, and wife.
Losing the productive dimension of work does not only impact on the family
finances, but also represents deterioration in the personal position of Bolivian
women. They have not usually resigned the possibility to accumulate their
own money through the migration process. Then, the decision of migrating
as & family, considering women as both mothers and wives, has included the
expectations (generally realized) of their labor insertion in the destination
place.

During the last two decades of the twentieth century, Bolivian female
migration (internal and abroad) intensified as a result of the neoliberal poli-
cies effects. The increase of poverty and unemployment transformed wom-
en’s job in the cities, principally domestic work and informal trading, into a
necessity for the survival of many Bolivian families. Since the structural
adjustments implemenied in 1985 in Bolivia, tens of thousands of workers
have been gradually expelled from the state mining and manufacturing fields.
This workforce, mostly male, encountered serious difficulties in finding new
stable jobs to ensure their family incomes, and so they relied on the work of
other family members, particularly women and older children (Rivera Cusi-
canqui 2004, 119). These situations, as they are economic and culturally
deeply ingrained, explain abroad migration as a practice of everyday life for
many Bolivian families in rural and urban areas (Cortes 2004, 168).

Gender, ethnicity, social class, and national origin have intertwined to
promote specific trajectories in the Argentine labor market, especially char-
acterized by informality, precariousness, feminization, and even invisibility.
In the case of Cérdoba, Bolivian women have historically been part of a
family migration project. The link between migration and family is based on
two main strategies: the first one, perhaps the oldest, is based on migration of
male pioneers and the subsequent relocation of the rest of the family; the
second one is based on the migration of the family as a whale and at once.
For both strategies, generally women’s migration involves the migration of
their children (Magliano 2013). From the beginning of the Bolivian migra-
tion to Argentina, there have been gender differences in labor market inser-
tion. In Cérdoba, for example, the most important labor niches for Bolivian
migrants have been construction, together with brick fabrication, for men;
agricultural for both men and women (although men and women have differ-
ent tasks within this activity); and domestic work and mobile markets (ferias)
for women. Later, garment workshops became another important labor inser-

tion for men and women. In the case of Ushuaia, there are different moments
in the local history of Bolivian migration that have influenced the arrival of
Bolivian women. First the pioneers came to the city with a kind of collective
project where males migrated first—to work in the construction—and then

women did. It is a migratory strategy simil,np the mmw
arrivals in Cérdoba; that is, a migration chain tied 13:!: com:g::j dmdomes .
i i i formal trading an -

i effect of multiple social relations. h:n ; an: !
mﬂ;gifrities have been the main labor trajectories of Bolivian women in
Us}llrllmt:;th scenarios, labor incorporation of Boliviz}r! women d?es lllot_ acﬂt]i-
vate with migration, On the contrary, they have part!mpated ﬁr:;'lmrt;: ey il]l;l m:

ivi 1y ages, assuming a ce i
Bolivian labor market, even at early ‘ al 1 n e
i H d Medeiros 1991; Rivera Cusi
ily reproduction (Balan 1990; Dnndler.an v
:a:al::cl;m 2(?04). The productive activities migrant women pt?r]foggs :lff\:; ;‘;or;;
i i ital status, social N
another depending on their age, marl_ta us, ) s
‘r)nr;;rating, and ge time they have spent in the cities of arrival. Also, jobs
opportunities for Bolivian women are inﬂuenr_:ed by loc:_li mn‘text:. Bolivian
Traditionally, domestic work has been an lmp?na:nt ms:rg:;ic::ed fivian
i i ing life stories of migran
women in Argentina. By analyzing li i rigrants o
job, it i i that domestic work principally occupies sing|
o . sef-empl is the main aspiration of a significant
women, whereas self-employment is the main of o st
ivian families. This tendency is also part o proce
D e women i ket in Bolivia where, according to
incorporating women into the labor market in i s [
Ef\?erl:o Cusifanqui (2004) and Bastia (2007), dottr:es]t.l;: wort( t(sb:(i)::;iifge& )a
| . . . Lo eyele ’
ob mainly associated with a time in the lite . :
mio::g .:)f supporting the family subsistence and Fepmlductlon, ca;r(;i('i‘ goel:t
i frequently girls in their early teens or er.
by young, unmarried women, T Isint ¢ younger.
i ties is not easy for young

Nevertheless, Jooking for new job opportun! for youns Bo

i i ivi in Argentina: for many of them

ian women, both in Bolivia and in 2 T ma nee

i i tion in the labor market.

work has been their first and exclusive incorporation in t o .

i i ion i ible, it usually coincides with marriage.

abandoning this occupation is possibie, Incides o oo

is the case of Andrea, whose first eml_:|0ymeln Wl '

Iltflnﬁk:;a \:as domestic work. which she left immediately after she got mar

ried, starting a family project (a kiosk):
I: How did you get to Cordoba?

A: Well. | came here after my mother died: I had a brother Iivi.ng in iutj;yn
I c;ame \:vith a cousin, first to Jujuy, because I wanted to see him and thel

to Cordoba.
I+ How was your life when you arrived in Cordoba?

d with a family because I did
- When | came to Cordoba, | first worke f .

:ol\:ave studies. | had nothing. Then, [ started studying at a night sclll(}:olc.l
By then | worked and lived in the home of my employers because I ha
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nobody else. While working, 1 did man la*ln" e cause
took dressmaking classes . . . . el o { bt :

1: Did you continue working in Jamily homes when you got married?

A:No, when I got married [ stoj i i

X ‘ pped working as a domestic. My husband
and_l wanted to start a little own business to improve our life, sg we caﬁe
to live here and open a kiosk, (Andrea, Oruro, Cérdoba, 2007)

Althopgh domestic work has become a traditional occupation for South
American .female migrants in Argentina, above all Bolivians Paraguayans,
and Peruvians (Jelin 1976; Maguid 2011; Marshall 1979, an’impor%anty r:
centage of Bolivian women have carried out other Iabor, trajectories, esF,)e e-
f:!a[[y those who arrived from rural areas. In order to explain this situa,tionp it
18 necessary to consider that this activity requires a kind of knowledge, a t : e
of la_bor relationship management that could have not been performe(; in{}I:e
origin country. In some way, their incorporation in the informal labor market
}1111 the destination place reproduces some knowledge Bolivian women already
! gxteé ;Lt: i\:l'eAa:gg:jt,iﬁie; tl';‘;b?:,hmia] origi'n of the migration process, and local
e oty ct the labor itineraries of Bolivian women within
Self-emP!oymcm opportunities such as, for instance trading in fruits and
vegetables in mobile markets, kiosks, and garment worl;shops can be unde;
sltood as a strategy to leave domestic work (as in the case of, Andrea, merT:
?oned ez‘xrller), as we:ll as to develop a job that is perceived as a better option
or earning and saving money compared to other traditional labor market
occu'patlons (such us domestic work). Many self-employment ventures i
vol'vmg llaolivian women need the support of their husbands and the rest H;_
their family, even though it is women who carry it forward., °
_ Alfhou.gh it has been mainly the work of men that has oriented the Boliv-
ian mlgratlor} to Cérdoba and Ushuaia, women’s productive contribution to
thfa.t process is recognized as central in the success and consolidation of th
migration project, though it was not a determining factor at the beginning: ‘

M: There is no Bolivian woman who does not work. We all work, Most of
us do. Some compatriots work in mobile markets; some have n;pened a
Im]ta store at home and in this way we all contribute to our own econom

I think that it’s genetic in us to help our household economy while takin);

care of our famili i i i i
o0, ur families, our children and their education. (Maria, Cérdoba,

SJr Well, rig.ht now 1 c!o not finish asking myself why | stayed here. People
came only in itineraries of seasonal jobs, and after six months of working

they left the city but I remained here because I already had my little
house, my work, and my children. (Juana, Ushuaia, 2006) N

Talking about work involves considering its multiple dimensions. However,
when Bolivian women (and also men) talk about work, they refer primarily
to its productive dimension. That is, work includes all those activities for
which they receive some kind of remuneration. Reproductive work, mean-
while, appears invisible, as part of women’s tasks based on their gender
status (Magliano 2013). In their testimonies, Bolivian women and men high-
light the relationship (historical) between paid and unpaid work (referring to
those activities related to care, home management, and organization), and the
strategies used by migrants in pursuing a combination of productive and
reproductive spheres.

The success of the migration project depends largely on the articulation
between both spheres, not only because labor availability depends on it
(Torns 2008, 59), but also because it provides benefits, in emotional terms, to
migrants’ daily lives. Then, it is important to recognize the role of family as a
space for reproducing traditional models in terms of sexual divisien of labor
and guiding women’s activities (De la O and Guadarrama 2006, 167).

For those migrant women who are mothers, their concerns about their
children and their future, especially education, affect their migration trajecto-
ries. Maternity becomes a central issue of gender specificity in international
migration (Lipszyc and Zurutuza 2011, 118). In fact, in Bolivian migration to
Cérdoba and Ushuaia, women’s migration means the movement of the whole
family, principally the children.

The case of Bolivian women who move into Argentina and, in general,
for female migration from perspectives that do not problematize gender di-
mensions, family migration, and therefore women’s migration, is usually
thought of as a second migration, which is a consequence of a first migration,
headed by men. This is frequently interpreted as a migration under family
reunification. The low importance given to the analysis of movements of
women with family projects reinforces the idea that family reunification
reveals the motivations for their movements and, at the same time, that male
migrants can evade family logics and relationships when migrating. Family

migration is often explained by the apparent passivity of women and the
subjective assumption that their movements are based on traditional family
roles: being a wife and a mother. :

At this point, it is essential to mention the economic logic associated with
family migration. For a long time, this type of migration referred only to the
role of women within the family structure, absolutely excluded from eco-
nomic and productive spaces. Women’s movements in this context were not
understood as migration, in the canonical sense, since they occurred in the
private sphere, and to explicate those movements it was just enough to con-
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sider men’s mobility, configured as the only true migration because of their
role as the main providers, : )

In contrast to this perspective, through the analysis of Bolivian women’s
migration to Argentina, it is possible to foresee economic logics that accom-
pany these movements, which are legitimized by their condition as mother
or/and wife. For Bolivian women arriving in Cérdoba and Ushuaia, pursuing
personal and family welfare is fundamental to their own definition as work-
ers. Thus, we find women who delay their decision to migrate to ensure that
they will get some kind of productive incorporation, formal or informal, in
the labor market (especially in trade, farms, or garment workshops). Informa-
tion about other migrant women in the social networks constitutes security
clauses that enable migration movements. As a result, certainties and uncer-
tainties about migration itself (and, therefore, migration of the entire family)
are not exclusively associated with domestic or emotional issues. They can
also take productive and economic meanings. Uncertainties around Bolivian
women’s migration occur when they cannot anticipate their own productive
roles within and outside the family, roles they already know and perform in
their hometowns. In general, these are women for whom the productive

sphere, associated with the public space, represents a central issue of their
subjectivity,

However, the emphasis on the productive dimension as central to female
subjectivity should not hide the importance of reproductive work. For a
Bolivian woman, working in the productive sector, which according to their
life stories is a sign of distinction among other women, includes extradomes-
tic activities that are developed in conjunction with housework. When ana-
lyzing the different conceptions of work in the narratives of Bolivian women
and men, the relationship between the monetary income and productive field
becomes clear. Then, reproductive work is not perceived as work but as part
of the natural role of a mother, a wife, and, indeed, a woman.

According to migrant testimonies, while Bolivian men are recognized as
mainly producers, in both material and symbolic terms, being relieved of
reproductive functions, Bolivian women are valued for their presence in both
fields. That is, besides appreciating their economic contribution, considered
as assistance to the domestic economy, their roles in reproduction associated
with family stability and care constitute a central issue in the migration
project. The fact that women’s preductive work is often understood in terms
of support can be related to the perspective, present in most narratives, of
considering the Bolivian male as head of household and, as such, mainiy
responsible at symbolic level for family reproduction. In practice, however,
this has not necessarily occurred. Women'’s economic contributions have
sometimes been more important than men’s for the family subsistence, both
in Bolivia (premigration) and Argentina (postmigration). Thus, besides being
the anes in charge of reproduction, they have not only participated in the

field, u e c for the
i ' also been responsible, in some t:'.u:cumstmoe?, r
main family nmx:ﬂnh':t Subsequently, in the case of Boh.mn women’s m:%ra—m
tion to Argentina, the relationship between produ.ctwe and‘ repmde;ce:t:
spheres is vital to understanding the forms and meanings of their mov

and migration itineraries.
CONCLUSION

ea-
Bolivian migration to Argentina seems to]be an ever-pr:s:r: ":gluclt:r:lll th -
i Bolivian men an .
of the horizon of possibilities for ¢ ‘ .
::::text we highlighted the predictable dimension 3f mlt_);'ements toward Ar:
ina. whi igrati art of everyday life.
ina, which have made migration a p ¢ yl
ge";le:;mstructing the migration trajectories of Boh.vllan men afr_ld i\;ro;;(e):\l
i inuities in the development of itineraries of m
reveals important continuities in e
i iohistori d local contexts. Among N
in diverse sociohistorical moments an : . o
ily migrati ntral issue for this process. Fo
and family migration appeared as a cen | rocess Followine
i i ften been the pioneers, the mig ¢
this premise, although men have o - the migration deer
ion i individual decision, but on the contrary, it i
sion is not an individual . but. " s the entir
i i tion, women have always p s
family. In the context of family migration, ; presea,
playir):g a key role in the migration process, b;;th ‘clil:;mf;;;:.n ip;e;::}g:;:;i '
igrati isi ily strategies) and the ]
tages (migration decision and fami tratey i '
f)da%stal()iligf and consolidation of the migration project from their roles in the
tive and reproductive fields). B ] ) ) -
pmiﬁ:thennore »?vhen we examined the itineraries a_md trajectories o;‘ B(:l::d
ian migration to Argentina, the primary role of social n‘etlvw:;!'ksa,n ut: ;:ame
as relationships established between migrants an'd Wte;tt]iz nr:;g;y s(;da] e
this migration process is con :
apparent. The fact that : Py soclal net
i ntation of autonomous migran
works undermines the common represe ue migranss @
indivi . trong dependence on soci ]
those who move individually. The s g dej on social netorke s
ibi le migration, especially in
usually related to describing femal mif , esp e sudes
ificati teria of migration patterns ( _
that use autonomy as classification criter i
isti the associative pattern), which has pr
my pattern as distinct from i f it
i i cerning migrant women, ;
tive consequences, particularly con u e e e
i i ince the notion of autonomy is crysta
gender dimension, since W IS enstalined In e e
n adult male worker, whereas women are suppos
(’;; aa.ssociative patterns and their decisions usually involve and affect the
ire household. ) B B
enﬂ'ﬁlmugh analyzing the migration itineraries of Bc3hv1:n v;omelll mi (;1;::3:5
ith ia), it is possible to notice that the coinc nee
ent cities (Cordoba and Ushuaia), i ! e i cidenees
i icti omen’s mobility as pionee
ceed the differences. Restrictions on wi 1eers v
te]i‘e family (as it was reported in contemporary cases of f:dm;:zﬁt;og u:}'
migration and in transnational studies®) should be understo
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Wc:to;o :lt:hm hand, gender constrictions make it difficult for them to be
strumcmred ome for a long time; but also, and especially, famiily strategies
s whicha::;);?;ng to the job opportunities of both the Bolivian labor mar-
et, women'’s labor insertion, mainly in th iviti
ciated with the mobile markets (feri t ted by ol see
d wit as) not normally affected by local
nomic crises, and also Argentine labor mark Y ending on
) ¢ et, segmented dependin,
gender, ethnicity, and social class. To sum i . ivian
. . up, the migration of Bolivi
women to Argentina argues the ide i i Hies on
» Arg : a, present in a wide range of studi
fwe(r)nnie mlgn:ﬁon, }Ihatbfamnly migration takes place throughg depem;ler:ce: 211-11
n as rather than based on men’s autonomy. The low i i
to the experiences of women’s migrati it family projects continios o
' gration with family project: i
reinforce the idea that famil ificati ins women's moivations fo
y reunification explains women’s motivati
move and that male migration does not rest on fami (0. The analysts of
ve. migr amily logics. The analysi
ggizr;:x; ;vnc:iménhml_gragng to Argentina in general, and pa.nicularl);' lisn(t)cf;
shuaia, discusses the premise that migrati ithi i
contexts emphasizes the dependenc vty status of wom b
y and passivity status of w
contrast, the study of this social process, which i e
, which is part of a family st
expresses the relevance of Bolivian women i isi e
(press : in the decisions and forms of
Elg;;t}on[ a{ld the active role they play in the family subsistence throughout
e articulation between productive and reproductive spheres.

NOTES

1. The dichotomies of public-pri i
10tor of public-private, productive-reproductive, d i i
lgzﬁ;m:sctl’:ssm d|scussllons in g_ender stu,dies. From thl:sp; stud{e; i’t w(:;l ::ra%me? (:hmtmt.:rm
poanes ﬂl-etweennm public and private, prod?ctive and reproductive, domestic and exu-ad:me ;
e pmjectsn?ou:ﬁl or gn:el}o but social constructions that match specific political arid-
; 3 r informati i i -
s 120);1:‘Maglu:en (2001);mand TEOITIS (zogs;m on this topic, see: Carrasquer et al. (1998); Jelin
2, For the National Institute of Statistics and C i
nonsof &rg‘gﬂn; dep::lids on the origin country of ﬂf:s pl:)s;:IgEEEC) of Areentina. ihe defini-
3 a, located in the center of the country, is i
0 " : part of the 1 i
whn:h mstﬁt:ézsntgeuc?wr gtf ag?élgrdnu%h llveslouk,’a.nd industrial ﬁ:ﬁ;&ﬂﬁéﬁ?ﬁ'
5 a University of oba is the old iversity i i y
grea; acflhdemlc gfestlge and tmglition in Argentineu(;n:s]f;t?r:vﬁgig Argertina (1613)and hos
o i &?hm sllnnleally Bolivian society has been characterized by deep social inequaliti
e ad;) e pr:d uthnm-y Nalmr_la] Movetlnenl (RNM) implemented a structural a?usu;es;
ocoo:nom?c teis e ontl;tnaIqu nleoh.beral policies. This adjustment plan caused signiﬁc';mt E i
B 01 ls( ¢ privatization of the national mines was one of the main parts of ?l:"-
65 Theree aar‘e:o:e 3:1;1;10: t:g }nter;ml ar£ external migration was one of the conseqlfenee: “
3 ies about this topic. Among others: i i7a (2
Herrera (2012), Parella (2012), Pedone (2006), Pessar angd?v[a%rfer‘?;(%?)s (2006). Ariza (2000)
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